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	August 12, 2007
Pastor Gary Simons & the Pastoral Staff of High Point Church 
2500 E. Arbrook Blvd
Arlington, TX  76014

Dear Pastor Simons, 

 

My name is Todd Ferrell, I am the President of The Evangelical Network, a network of Bible Believing Evangelical Churches, Ministries, Christian Workers and Individuals. We represent Evangelicals from all across the national and globe that are Evangelical AND gay affirming.

 

As I read the story in the paper about your churches decision to cancel the funeral of Cecil Howard Sinclair I'm again reminded of the hypocrisy that runs so deep within American Churches today.

 

First let me say, I understand that he was not a member of your church, and for the mere fact that you reached out to offer to host this man's funeral was gracious of you all. But gracious is supposed to be a result of "the church" to begin with. As I read through this article I see where you have been quoted as stating "the church offered to pay for another site for the service, made the video and provided food for more than 100 relatives and friends."  Pastor Simons, at this point the damage had been done. You can't take back the slap in the face that you have inflicted on this man in death, his grieving family and friends, and to anyone who identifies with same-sex attractions.

 

There are several things I find ironic about this story. I find it ironic that in your biography on your churches website that it mentions your health issues as a young man. In your biography it states, during a routine oral surgery; Simons had a severe immune system reaction that would force him to live in a “boy in a bubble” type environment for many months."  I praise God that your life was spared during that ordeal, but we read from Cecil Sinclair’s story that he "died Monday at age 46 from an infection after surgery to prepare him for a heart transplant."  You and he shared something in common. You both know what it is like to experience normal health routines and then something goes wrong. Infection sets in.

 

Pastor Simons, this infection has gotten into the hearts of Pastors and churches all across this country. There are literally thousands of Christ-loving people who sit in churches weekly and hear their pastoral leadership tell them they are an abomination. I guarantee there are many within the confines of your own congregation. What will you tell them this week? Will you tell them they too are not important to God, that they are second class citizens?  Your church may be named High Point but this is a Low Point in your church history.

 

I also find it ironic that I know several people, openly gay and openly Christian, who attend your brother-in-law's church (Joel Osteen) in Houston. There they are welcomed to come, sit, enjoy the services, pay their tithes and offerings, but they are forbidden from being a part of the ministry.  Either there are no second class citizens in God's kingdom or we ALL are. There is no hierarchy.

 

I understand that you believe that homosexuality is sin. You may even believe that it is a choice. How interesting that even your own Evangelical organization, Exodus International, and the many ex-gay ministries around the country would beg to differ with you on this subject.

 

The reality is that you base your views on ignorance and fear. That is a human condition. What we don't know or understand we fear and develop prejudices. When is the last time your church leadership actually stopped to study your views on homosexuality?  How much time have you spent getting to know the gay community of the greater Dallas metroplex?  We just held our annual conference in Dallas and I will tell you there are literally thousands of gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgendered people living in your town who love God and are committed to serving him.  

 

I come to you with this letter to have you think about this carefully. I believe you have made an embarrassing mistake, but I also believe we all do this from time to time and that you can be forgiven for it.  God’s grace is still amazing.
 

I would like you to consider something. I would like for you to consider allowing some of us who are Gay Evangelical Christians the opportunity to come and share with you and your pastoral staff our journey's and stories and I would like to bring to you a seminar on Homosexuality and Christianity, so that you can better understand how and why we have come to place we are at.

 

Your church should be a safe place for homosexuals to come to. Jesus, the Christ we serve, came to serve and minister to the outcasts of his days. Pastors and leaders like Rick and Kay Warren are experiencing first hand what the church has done to the gay community and are re-learning what their ministry should look and act like.  Maybe this is a wake up call for High Point Church.

 

I welcome the opportunity to come and share with you all the great things God is doing within the gay and lesbian community!

 

Feel free to contact me directly at 415-286-7751.

 

Sincerely,

 

Todd Ferrell, President




